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UPDATE ON MEDICAL 
PSYCHOLOGY AND ACT 251 

The Louisiana State Board of Examiners of Psychologists (LSBEP) retained its 
authority to regulate Medical Psychologists and issue Certificates of Prescriptive 
Authority to qualified Medical Psychologists until December 31, 2009.  Per Act 251, 
files for Psychologists with Certificates of Prescriptive Authority (Medical 
Psychologists) who initiated the required documentation for licensure with the 
Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners (LSBME), were copied and transferred in 
December 2009.   

 
Medical Psychologists who have not obtained licensure with LSBME must 

immediately cease and desist the practice of Medical Psychology via Certificate of 
Prescriptive Authority under LSBEP.  The LSBEP is no longer accepting applications for 
Certificates of Prescriptive Authority or regulating prescriptive privileges for 
psychologists. Any questions regarding the application process for licensure as a 
Medical Psychologist should be directed to the LSBME. 

 
The LSBEP worked collaboratively with the LSBME to effectuate the 

mandates of Act 251 and has developed an open dialogue with LSBME.  The LSBEP is 
hopeful that this collegial relationship with LSBME will continue in order to facilitate 
information sharing on issues such as rule making on matters that pertain to the 
practice of psychology and on issues where individuals choose to maintain a license 
as a psychologist and a license as a medical psychologist.   

 
The passing of Act 251 has also brought changes to the composition of the 

LSBEP with the resignation of two board members, Drs. Glenn A. Ally and Paul M. 
Dammers.  The elections to fill these vacancies were combined with the regular 
election to fill the upcoming vacancy of Dr. Jillandra C. Rovaris whose term will expire 
June 30, 2010.  The ballots were counted on December 2, 2009 by LPA Executive 
Director Gail Lowe, LPA Nominations and Elections Chair, Dr. Darla Burnett and LSBEP 
Executive Director, Jaime Monic.  The results of that election were submitted to 
Governor Jindal by LPA.  The LSBEP eagerly awaits those appointments. 
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Temporary Licensure
(LAC Title 46, LXIII. Chapter 10.  

Temporary Registration of Out-of-State Psychologists) 
 

By: Joesph E. Comaty, Ph.D., MP 
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 The Louisiana State Board of Examiners of Psychologists (LSBEP) under the above rule permits 
licensed psychologists in other states to practice within Louisiana (LA) for a limited period of time under 
two conditions: 1) Under LAC 46, LXIII, Chap. 10, §1001(A):  “Pursuant to LA R.S. 37:2365.D any 
nonresident duly licensed or certified for independent practice as a psychologist in the state of his/her 
residence and which state will permit residents of this state a like and similar privilege as provided 
herein may, if associated with a psychologist who is a resident of the state of Louisiana and licensed 
under Title 37, Chapter 28 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, practice as a psychologist for a period 
not to exceed thirty days in any calendar year to the same extent and manner as if licensed in this 
state.” And 2 ) Under LAC 46, LXIII, Chap. 10, §1002(A): “Pursuant to LA R.S.29:769(E), licensed 
Psychologists from other jurisdictions of the United States may respond to a declared public health 
emergency and be granted a temporary registration to engage in the practice of Psychology as defined 
in R.S. 37:2352(5).”  Under each condition of temporary practice, the out-of-state psychologist must 
register with LSBEP, abide by all of the laws and rules that govern the practice of psychology within LA, 
and may only practice in LA for a limited time as specified in the rule.  It would be important here to 
highlight some of the procedures related to this rule as it applies to LA licensed psychologists. 
 

Section 1001(B) of the rule stipulates that the out-of-state psychologist must have a current and 
unrestricted license in their home jurisdiction to be eligible for temporary registration in LA and then 
articulates the procedure that must be followed to apply for registration.  The registration form can be 
downloaded from the LSBEP website under the ‘Forms’ link.  This form must be completed in its 
entirety, notarized and also signed by the ‘sponsoring’ LA psychologist.  More about this in a minute.  
Associated documents that must be submitted are the applicant psychologist’s driver’s license (copy), 
photo, and as stipulated in §1001(B)(4): “documentation that the state in which the Out-of-State 
Psychologist resides provides a like and similar privilege to licensed Louisiana psychologists.”  Usually, 
this documentation takes the form of a copy of the applicant psychologist’s home state rules governing 
the practice of psychology which indicates the state has a rule to permit LA (or other state) 
psychologists to practice temporarily within the other jurisdiction.  If a state does not have such a rule, 
then this would automatically prohibit licensed psychologists from that state being approved for 
temporary registration in LA.  The form is finally signed by a LA licensed psychologist who is agreeing 
to be the sponsor for the out-of-state psychologist.  The statement on the registration form, which is 
signed by the LA licensed psychologist states, “By my signature below, I hereby verify that I have 
agreed to a professional association with the out-of-state psychologist named herewith.”  This 
attestation is very important and holds the signing LA psychologist to a certain level of responsibility.  
No out-of-state psychologist may practice within LA without being ‘associated’ with a LA licensed 
psychologist.  What is the purpose of this stipulation in the rule?  Although the responsibilities of the 
sponsoring psychologist are not spelled out in detail, the Board would suggest that the sponsoring LA 
psychologist would have the following responsibilities.  1) Since the temporary registration rule in 
§1001(A) states that the out-of-state psychologist must practice to the same extent and manner as if 
licensed in this state, it would be important for the sponsoring LA psychologist to brief their associate 
on the basic rules of practice here; 2) Since the term of practice is not to exceed 30 days in any 
calendar year, the LA psychologist would be advised to make the associate psychologist aware of this 
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limit and be mindful of whether the associate psychologist is keeping within this window; 3) Since an 
out-of-state psychologist may not begin their term of practice until LSBEP approves the registration 
application and officially notifies the associate and the sponsoring LA psychologist, it would be the 
responsibility of the LA sponsoring psychologist to insure that the associate’s practice does not begin 
before receiving official LSBEP approval. Applications for temporary registration are reviewed at the 
next LSBEP monthly meeting after receipt of the completed registration form and must be voted on by 
the Board for approval. Thus it is important for the associate psychologist to have their completed form 
submitted to LSBEP well in advance of the anticipated start date of the temporary practice.  It is also 
important to note that §1001(D-E) stipulate the possible sanctions that may be imposed if an associate 
psychologist fails to comply with the terms of their temporary registration, the rules/laws that govern the 
practice of psychology in LA, or fails to register with LSBEP before engaging in the practice of 
psychology.  These sanctions include termination of the temporary registration, initiation of an 
investigation by LSBEP, filing of a complaint with the associate’s home state jurisdiction, and/or 
prosecution for the unlawful practice of psychology.  The question then arises, what if any liability would 
be attached to the sponsoring LA psychologist for the behavior of the associate psychologist?  There is 
no clear-cut answer to this question.  Certainly, the answer would not be ‘none’, for if no 
liability/responsibility were attached, then why would the rule require that there be a sponsoring LA 
psychologist?  Why would the associate psychologist not simply register directly with LSBEP without a 
sponsoring local psychologist?  It appears that the intent is that the sponsoring psychologist has some 
responsibility to verify that they are attesting to the good conduct of the associate psychologist.  And on 
the other extreme, the answer would not be ‘total liability’ as the associate psychologist is licensed in 
their home state to practice independently and agrees to practice in LA as if they were licensed here. 
So, the major liability burden rests with the associate psychologist.  What remains is that grey area in 
the middle between these two extremes which places ‘some’ degree of burden on the sponsoring 
psychologist.  At the very least, as is the case when a psychologist becomes aware that the behavior of 
another psychologist is potentially breaching rules, laws, ethical standards, or standards of practice, the 
psychologist is bound to either address the issue with his/her colleague or (depending on the level of 
risk to the public) notify LSBEP. The same would be true of a sponsoring psychologist in relation to the 
behavior of an out-of-state associate psychologist. 
 

The same responsibility to notify the Board of intent to provide service in Louisiana by someone 
outside the state applies to students.  Graduate students from legitimate doctoral programs outside of 
Louisiana who wish to provide services as part of their training, must be supervised by a Louisiana 
licensed psychologist.  A licensed psychologist from another jurisdiction could not serve as supervisor 
as this would constitute practicing psychology without a license in Louisiana, since it would be the 
licensed supervisor who would be providing the service through the supervision of the doctoral 
students and all the legal responsibility for that provision of service rests with the licensed psychologist.  
The Board does not recognize that a request for temporary license by a psychologist from another 
jurisdiction would represent a proper use of this vehicle. 
 

Finally, the only other circumstance in which a psychologist from another jurisdiction may 
provide services within Louisiana is under LAC 46, Part 63, Chapter 10, §1002: Emergency Temporary 
Registration for Psychologists.  Under conditions of a declared emergency by the Governor, qualified 
psychologists from other jurisdictions may be granted temporary registration in Louisiana for a period of 
up to 60 days which may be extended for two additional 60 day periods, at the discretion of the Board.  
All such applicants must complete the registration form found on the LSBEP website at: 
http://www.lsbep.org/forms.htm and have it approved by the Board prior to providing service.  Such 
review and approval will be processed as a priority under a declared emergency.  
 

http://www.lsbep.org/forms.htm
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2009-10 Committee Assignments 
 
 
Complaints Committee: Jillandra Rovaris, 
Ph.D. Chair and Joseph Comaty, Ph.D., MP, Vice 
Chair 
 
Long Range Planning Committee: Jillandra 
Rovaris, Ph.D. Chair and Joseph Comaty, Ph.D., 
MP, Vice Chair 
 
Legislative Oversight Committee: Joseph 
Comaty, Ph.D., MP, Chair and John Courtney, 
Psy.D., MP, Vice Chair  
 
Supervision and Credentials Review: Paul 
Dammers, Ph.D., MP, Chair and John Courtney, 
Psy.D., MP, Vice Chair  
 
Oral Examination Committee: Jillandra 
Rovaris, Ph.D., Chair and Paul Dammers, Ph.D., 
MP Vice Chair  
 
Continuing Education Committee: Paul 
Dammers, Ph.D., MP, Chair and John Courtney, 
Psy.D., MP Vice Chair 
 
Liaison to Professional Organizations and 
Boards: Jillandra Rovaris, Ph.D. Chair and 
Joseph Comaty, Ph.D., MP, Vice Chair 
 
Jurisprudence Examination Committee: 
John Courtney, Psy.D., MP, 
Chair and Jillandra Rovaris, Vice Chair 
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Nicole Keene Baker, Psy.D.  

Metairie, LA 
License #1095  (CL) 

Issued: 1/16/09 

Karen R. Sheridan, Ph.D.  
Hammond, LA 

License #1096  (CL) 
Issued: 1/16/09 

 
Mark J. Garcia, Ph.D. 

Pineville, LA  
License #1098  (CL) 

Issue: 3/27/09 
 

 
Ann Wingate Spell, Ph.D. 

Lafayette, LA 
License #1097  (CL) 

Issue: 3/27/09 
 
 

NEW LICENSEES 2009
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Rachel R. Stokes, Psy.D. 
Baton Rouge, LA 

License #1094  (CL) 
Issue: 1/16/09 

 

Anthony J. Shacar, Psy.D. 
New Orleans, LA 

License #1106  (CL) 
Issue: 8/1/09 

 

Adrianne M. Brennan, Ph.D.  
New Orleans, LA   

License #1099  (CL) 
Issue: 3/27/09 

Dahlia R. Topolosky, Psy.D. 
Metairie, LA   

License #1104  (SC) 
Issue: 6/12/09 

 

Kristine S. Bourgeois, Ph.D. 
Mandeville, LA 

License #1100 (SC)   
Issue: 3/27/09 

Gregory H. Andrews, Ph.D. 
Brownwood, TX 

License #1107  (CL) 
Issue: 8/1/09 

 

Sherry K. Desselle, Ph.D. 
Baton Rouge, LA 

License #1112  (CO) 
Issue:  9/18/09 

 

Monique Matherne, Ph.D. 

Issue: 9/18/09 
 
 

J
ane F. Morton, Ph.D. 

Baton Rouge, LA 
License #1113  (SC) 

J
ames Van Hook, III, Ph.D. 

Baton Rouge, LA   
License #1108  (SC) 

Issue: 7/10/09 
 

Metairie, LA 
License #1103  (CO) 

Issue: 6/12/09 

Lakisha S. Williams, Psy.D. 
Lake Charles, LA 

License #1102  (CL)   
Issue: 4/10/09 

 

Shannon D. Parsons, Psy.D. 
New Orleans, LA 

License# 1109  (CL) 
Issue: 8/28/09 

 
 

 
 Sean M. Ransom, Ph.D. 

 Ruston, LA 
License #1110  (CL) 

Issue: 8/28/09 
 

Katie R. Ard, Ph.D. 

License #1111  (SC) 
Issue: 08/28/09 

New Orleans, LA 

  
Gregory C. Wells, Ph.D. 

J
ean A. Boudreaux, Ph.D.  

Lafayette, LA 
License #1105  (CL) 

Issue: 6/12/09 
 

Angola, LA 
License #1101  (CL) 

Issue: 3/27/09 
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J
esse D. Lambert, Psy.D. 

Baton Rouge, LA 
License #1117  (CL) 

Issue: 10/23/09 
 
 

Donna E. Harkins, Psy.D. 
Folsom, LA 

License #1118  (CL) 
Issue: 11/6/09 

NEW LICENSEES, continued... 

Michele N. Carroll, Psy.D. 
New Orleans, LA 

License #1114  (CL) 
Issue: 9/18/09 

 

License #1115  (CL) 
Issue: 10/23/09 

Leslie A. O’Malley, Psy.D. 
New Orleans, LA 

 
Issue:  10/23/09 

Julie R. Arseneau, Ph.D. 
New Orleans, LA 

License #1116  (CO) 

 

BOARD MEMBER NEWS: 
 

On May 20, 2009, Governor Bobby Jindal announced the appointment of John C. Courtney, Psy.D., MP 
to the Louisiana State Board of Examiners of Psychologists.  Dr. Courtney was appointed for a full term 
which will expire on June 30, 2014.  Dr. Courtney is a resident of New Orleans, LA and is currently 
practicing at Children’s Hospital in the position of Clinical Pediatric Neuropsychologist – Department 
Director.  He received his Psy.D. in Clinical Psychology from the Illinois School of Professional 
Psychology in Chicago in 1988.  He also obtained a post-doctoral masters degree in Clinical 
Psychopharmacology from Nova Southeastern University on August 31, 2004 and was originally 
recognized as a Medical Psychologist by the LSBEP on October 23, 2006.  Previously licensed in Indiana, 
Dr. Courtney brings experience to the Board from having served the Indiana State Psychology Licensing 

Board and Past Treasurer and President of the Indiana Psychological Association, to name a few of his service positions and 
memberships to professional organizations. 
 

****** 
 

With the passing of SB 251, Drs. Glenn A. Ally and Paul M. Dammers resigned as board members from the LSBEP.  Dr. 
Dammers has agreed to serve until his replacement is appointed to fill his seat.  Dr. Dammers term will expire on June 30, 2013. 
Dr. Ally was appointed to the Medical Psychology Advisory Committee to the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners and 
his resignation was effective immediately.  The vacant seat left by Dr. Ally will expire on June 30, 2012. 

COMPLAINT STATUS REPORT 
 
In the calendar year 2009 there were 33 requests for investigation, 14 were assigned for 
investigation and 19 were dismissed by the LSBEP as being without merit to warrant an investigation.  
10 of the complaints assigned for investigation are still open.  1 investigation resulted in suspension 
of license and 1 investigation resulted in an impaired psychologist agreement. 
 

 

 


